The economics of acetone-butanol fermentation: theoretical and market considerations.
Acetone-butanol (AB) fermentation was once run commercially in many countries until these chemicals could be made more cheaply from fossil oil sources. Research into the revitalisation of the process has shown that the process could once again be run economically in niche markets if run in a relatively small industrial scale processing low-grade agricultural products. The following analysis is intended to help identify suitable niche markets.